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(57) ABSTRACT

In a load-bearing construction (1) having at least one load-
bearing element (2), the load-bearing element (2) has at least
one cavity (5) in which at least one rod (4) is disposed, the
total cross-sectional area of all rods (4) each arranged in a
cavity (5) being smaller than the cross-sectional area of this
cavity (5), and the remaining volume of the cavity (5) being
filled with a material (6). The rod (4) is displaceable along its
length relative to the load-bearing element (2) when the load-
bearing element (2) is deformed, the rod (4) being non-dis-
placeably fixed at only one point relative to the load-bearing
element (2) and being designed such that it dissipates energy
upon the occurrence of a relative displacement with respect to
the load-bearing element (2).
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1
SUPPORT CONSTRUCTION HAVING
INCREASED STRUCTURAL DAMPENING

The invention relates to a load-bearing construction with at
least one load-bearing element according to the preamble of
claim 1.

The load-bearing construction can be a high-rise building,
a chimney, a tower or a bridge, for example.

A load-bearing construction is made up of load-bearing
elements such as, for instance, rods, beams, panels or plates.
A load-bearing construction in the area of application of
construction engineering has at least one support bed. Serving
as support bed can be site or foundation structures.

In load-bearing constructions, vibrations can be brought
about by dynamic influences (earthquake, wind, pedestrians
on bridges, etc.). There are various methods of reducing
vibrations:

Changing the frequency characteristics

To reduce vibrations, one countermeasure is a shift of the

eigenfrequency so that the distance to the excitation
frequency is as great as possible.

Vibration isolation

The eigenfrequency of the load-bearing construction and

thereby the vibration reduction can be influenced by
appropriate setting of dimensions, damping and stiff-
ness of the mounting.

Vibration dampers with viscous damping characteristics

A vibration damper is an extra mass coupled to the load-

bearing construction by means of a spring and a damp-
ing element.

Tuned mass dampers

A tuned mass damper is an extra mass coupled to the

load-bearing construction by means of a spring.

Changing the damping of the structure

The amount of damping has a decisive influence on the

vibration reduction in the resonance range. A distinction
is made between damping in the construction material,
damping in construction components and connecting
means, and damping from the support and foundations.

Changing the frequency characteristics is an excellent way
of reducing vibrations if the excitation frequency is known,
for example for a given frequency from the operation of a
machine. In construction engineering, one tries to shift the
eigenfrequency of pedestrian bridges and grandstands out of
the frequency range which can be caused by pedestrians or
crowds of people.

Vibration isolation requires a large amount of additional
work to isolate the construction and to absorb large horizontal
displacements which occur, for example, in a vibration-iso-
lated construction during an earthquake.

Vibration dampers and tuned mass dampers are construc-
tions which entail high installation and maintenance work or
costs.

Increasing the damping of structures is a suitable method
of reducing the vibration of load-bearing constructions in the
resonance range and for dissipating the energy for example of
the effect of an earthquake.

The energy delivered by the earthquake sets the load-bear-
ing construction in oscillation. A failure of the load-bearing
construction can be prevented if an effective energy absorp-
tion through dissipation of the delivered energy takes place at
as many points as possible and at the same time the transfer of
the vertical load (weight of the construction itself and load) is
ensured. In load-bearing constructions of steel, diagonal rods,
for example, can be connected eccentrically to the beam. With
lateral displacement of the load-bearing construction as a
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result of an earthquake stress, plastic hinges develop in the
beam, in which plastic hinges energy is dissipated through
cyclic-plastic deformations.

In Christian Petersen, Schwingungsddampfer im Ingenieur-
bau (Vibration Dampers in Construction Engineering), pub-
lished by Maurer Séhne GmbH & Co. KG, Munich 2001,
chapter 2, p. 43 and 44, a technique is described for increasing
the structural damping for the hangers of tied arch bridges.
Two steel rods are fixed to the hanger (load-bearing element),
and are displaceably fastened to the hanger at several points
using ties. Under an oscillatory loading, the frictional forces
in the ties cause a markedly increased structural damping.
Petersen writes that the solution he describes is technically
difficult to implement and in particular the corrosion protec-
tion is problematic.

The object of the present invention is to create a load-
bearing construction with increased structure damping which
has a simple design and does not incur any additional costs for
corrosion protection measures.

This objectis achieved through a load-bearing construction
with the characterizing features of claim 1.

The load-bearing construction according to the invention
comprises at least one load-bearing element with at least one
cavity and at least one rod communicating with the cavity.
The cavity is filled with a material such that, if the load-
bearing element is deformed, the rod is displaceable along its
length relative to the load-bearing element, the rod being
non-displaceably fixed at least at one point relative to the
load-bearing element, the rod being designed such that it
dissipates energy when there is a displacement relative to the
load-bearing element. “Dissipate” means the conversion
from one form of energy into heat.

In an embodiment of the invention, the load-bearing ele-
ment comprises at least one cavity in which at least one rod is
disposed. The total cross-sectional area of all the rods
arranged in each cavity is smaller than the cross-sectional
area of the cavity, and the remaining volume of the cavity is
filled with a material. The rod can move along its length
relative way to the load-bearing element when the load-bear-
ing element is deformed. A high energy dissipation is attain-
able using this design. For a greater deformability of the rod,
the rod can be non-displaceably fixed relative to the load-
bearing element at only one point, and such that it dissipates
energy when there is a relative displacement relative to the
load-bearing element.

In an especially easy-to-manufacture embodiment of the
load-bearing construction according to the invention, the rod
is of tubular design and defines in its interior the cavity in
which the material is received, the material being imple-
mented as a liquid, whereby the rod changes the volume of the
cavity upon deformation of the load-bearing element, so as to
cause a displacement between the material and the rod.

A “rod” is defined in structural analysis as only being
capable of bearing tensile and compressive forces. Of course,
bending moments can also occur in a rod, which are however
of'a considerably smaller order of magnitude when compared
with a beam. Rods, in the sense of the invention, are consid-
ered to be steel rods with round or rectangular cross section,
tension wire strands, steel cables having a considerable stiff-
ness, hollow sections of steel (round or polygonal) and rods,
strands and wires of fibre-reinforced composite material.

Due to the fixing of the rod relative to the load-bearing
element at a single point, and the longitudinally displaceable
implementation of the rod relative to the load-bearing ele-
ment, relative displacements between rod and load-bearing
element can occur when deformations of the load-bearing
element occur. These relative displacements are negligible at
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the point where the rod is fixed relative to the load-bearing
element. With increasing distance from this point of fixation,
the relative displacements between rod and load-bearing ele-
ment become greater. In the case of a dynamic influence upon
the load-bearing construction, cyclical relative displacements
between rod and load-bearing element will occur at every
point of the rod.

Binding stresses can be transferred between rod surface
and load-bearing element, for example through friction or
through the material located in the cavity. The cyclical
sequence of binding stress/relative displacement relations
offers the possibility of dissipating energy. Depending upon
the design of the rod and the binding stresses which are
generated through the relative displacements, energy will be
dissipated along the rod. For good dissipation, rods made of a
metallic material or a fibre-reinforced composite are recom-
mended.

To increase the friction between rod and cavity inner sur-
face and thereby promote the dissipation, it is advantageous if
the surface of the rod and/or the inner surface of the cavity
has/have a ribbing, a threading, a pattern, swelling or inden-
tations. The same purpose can be served by strip-shaped,
prismatic or cylindrical elements attached to the surface of the
rod.

To achieve considerable dissipation, a further embodiment
of the invention envisages that the length of the cavity
amounts to at least ten times its greatest diameter. In this
context it has been shown to be favourable if the cavity has a
cylindrical or prismatic shape.

For example, if the diameter or the height of the cross
section of the rod is between 10 mm and 200 mm, the radius
of inertia (gyration) will be between 2.5 mm and 58 mm.

The material with which the volume of the cavity between
rod surface and load-bearing element is filled can advanta-
geously consist of a liquid, a granular material, a gas or a
mixture of the aforementioned materials.

If aliquid is used as the material for filling the cavity, then
shearing stresses are transferred into the liquid when there are
relative displacements between rod and load-bearing ele-
ment. The occurrence of shearing stresses and the friction
connected therewith between the filaments of flow of the
liquid results in energy dissipation. In the case of both laminar
and turbulent flow, kinetic flow energy is thus converted into
heat.

Liquids with different viscosities, in particular kinematic
viscosities in the range of 107° [m?/s] to 1 [m?/s] are suitable
as material for filling of the cavity. For example, water can be
used, with a kinematic viscosity of 107° [m?s] at ambient
temperature, or hydraulic oil, with a kinematic viscosity of
1072 [m?/s] at ambient temperature.

A preferred filling medium for damping elements is sili-
cone oil. Silicone oils are produced for a wider range of
applications, with kinematic viscosities of 107° [m?/s] to 1
[m?*/s]. Of particular significance are methyl silicone oils.
They are colourless, odourless, non-toxic and hydrophobic.
They have a high resistance to acids and bases. At ambient
temperatures they are practically non-volatile. The melting
point is at —=50° C., the flashpoint at 250° C. and the ignition
temperature at about 400° C. The density is about 970 kg/m®.

Methyl silicone oils have a large range of viscosities and a
minimal dependence of the viscosity on the temperature. A
further characteristic is the high compressibility. Thus, even
with very high compressive load, there is no risk of solidifi-
cation of the silicone oil.

Materials for filling the cavity with granular material com-
prise, for example, sand, gravel, steel balls, balls of synthetic
material or plastic, balls of aluminium or metallic balls with a
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covering of synthetic material or plastic. Also a combination
of solid filling materials, for instance of granular material
with liquids, are suitable for the filling of the cavity.

Air or nitrogen can be used, among others, as gaseous
filling media.

A thixotropic fluid could also be used as filling medium. In
some non-Newtonian fluids, the viscosity decreases with a
mechanical stress. With elimination of the stress, the initial
viscosity is restored.

To facilitate the maintenance of the load-bearing construc-
tion according to the invention, the rod and/or the material can
be replaceable.

It is advantageous if the cavity is sealable in a tight way to
prevent corrosion or penetration of dirt into the cavity.

A further increase of the dissipation through the rod is
obtained if at least one section of the cavity in which the rod
passes has a curvature or bend.

In a preferred embodiment of the load-bearing construc-
tion according to the invention, the cavity in the load-bearing
element is disposed at a distance from the centroidal axis of
the load-bearing element. The greater the distance is selected
to be, the greater the relative displaceability of the rod and
thus the dissipation.

A good damping of oscillations is obtained in a load-
bearing construction according to the invention if the dimen-
sions of the load-bearing construction along its centroidal
axis are at least ten times greater than the cross sections
orthogonal to the centroidal axis, and when a load-bearing
element is disposed approximately parallel to, and at a dis-
tance from, the centroidal axis of the load-bearing construc-
tion.

In a favourable embodiment of the invention, the load-
bearing element is composed of concrete or masonry, the
cavity being formed by means of a tube. The tube is put in the
concrete or masonry during the manufacture of the load-
bearing element.

To increase the friction further, it is advantageous if the
surface of the tube facing the cavity and/or the surface of the
tube facing the load-bearing element have a ribbing, a pattern,
swelling or indentations.

Another preferred embodiment of the load-bearing con-
struction according to the invention is distinguished in that
the rod is disposed outside the load-bearing element in a
hollow section, in that the hollow section is disposed next to
the load-bearing element and is firmly connected thereto at
least three points, in that the cross-sectional area of the rod is
smaller than the inner cross-sectional area of the hollow sec-
tion and in that the remaining volume in the hollow section is
filled with a material.

The according to the invention <sic. the invention> will be
explained more closely in the following with reference to
embodiment examples shown in the drawings. Shown are:

FIG. 1 a section of a load-bearing construction with a
cavity disposed in a load-bearing element

FIG. 2 a section along the line II-II of FIG. 1

FIG. 3 a section of the load-bearing construction 1 accord-
ing to FIG. 1 with a rod installed in a load-bearing element,
which rod has an anchorage on the support bed of the load-
bearing construction 1,

FIG. 4 a section of the load-bearing construction according
to FIG. 3 in the deformed state,

FIG. 5 the course of the relative displacement A between
rod and load-bearing element along the rod,

FIG. 6 the course of the shear T along the rod,

FIG. 7 the course of the tensile force Z along the rod,
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FIG. 8 a shearing stress T-relative displacement A-relation-
ship for a material, which dissipates energy in every load
cycle, the T-A-relationship being characterized by an elastic-
plastic behaviour,

FIG. 9 a shearing stress T-relative displacement A-relation-
ship for a material, which dissipates energy in every load
cycle, the T-A-relationship being characterized by a viscous
behaviour,

FIG. 10 a section along the line X-X of FIG. 3,

FIG. 11 a section corresponding to FIG. 3 through the
load-bearing construction with a holding of the rod at the
upper end,

FIG. 12 a section of the load-bearing construction accord-
ing to FIG. 11 in the deformed state,

FIG. 13 another embodiment of a load-bearing construc-
tion with a hollow section disposed outside the load-bearing
construction in which hollow section a rod is located,

FIG. 14 a section of the load-bearing construction accord-
ing to FIG. 13 in the deformed state,

FIG. 15 a section along the line XV-XV of FIG. 13,

FIG. 16 a further embodiment of a load-bearing construc-
tion with a rod having a fixture in the rod middle, and

FIG. 17 a section along the line XVII-XVII of FIG. 16,

FIG. 18 a load-bearing construction comprising support
members, beam and a rod installed curved in a wall,

FIG. 19 a load-bearing construction in accordance with
FIG. 18 with five rods installed in a wall,

FIG. 20 a section along the line XX-XX of FIG. 19,

FIG. 21 a section along the line XXI-XXI of FIG. 20,

FIG. 22 a tied arch bridge,

FIG. 23 a hanger of the tied arch bridge with connected
hollow section in which a rod is disposed,

FIG. 24 a section along the line XXIV-XXIV of FIG. 22 or
respectively FIG. 23,

FIG. 25 another load-bearing construction with a hollow
section disposed inside the load-bearing construction in
which hollow section a rod is located,

FIG. 26 a section of the load-bearing construction accord-
ing to FIG. 25 in the deformed state,

FIG. 27 a section along the line XXVII-XXVII of FIG. 25,

FIG. 28 a further load-bearing construction comprising
support members, beam and a rod installed in a bent or curved
way in a wall,

FIG. 29 once again another load-bearing construction
comprising support members, beam and a tubular rod
installed in a bent or curved way in a wall,

FIG. 30 a section along the line XXX-XXX of FIG. 29, and

FIG. 31 a section along the line XXXI-XXXI of FIG. 30.

In the following explanation, reference is made, first of all,
to FIGS. 1 to 10.

A load-bearing construction 1 for receiving a force F,
applied at the upper end is shown in FIG. 1 in non-deformed
state (F ,,=0). The load-bearing elements 2 of this load-bear-
ing construction 1 are made up of rods and beams. Located in
a load-bearing element 2, designed as a steel pipe, is a cavity
5. The centroidal axis of the load-bearing construction 1 is
designated by 9, and the centroidal axis of the load-bearing
element 2 is designated by 8. Serving as support bed 21 for the
load-bearing construction is a base 16. FIG. 2 shows a section
through the load-bearing element 2 with the cavity 5.

Shown in FIG. 3 is a section of the load-bearing construc-
tion 1 according to FIG. 1 with an installed rod 4 and a filling
of'the remaining volume of the cavity 5 with a material 6. The
rod 4 is attached to the support bed 21 in a non-displaceable
way with an anchorage 3. For better understanding, a path

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

coordinate x is introduced along the rod 4, starting from the
anchorage 3. The length of the rod 2 is designated by 1in FIG.
3.

According to FIG. 4 the load-bearing construction 1 is
deformed as a result of the force F,, which has magnitude
which can vary with time. The load-bearing element 2 with
the installed rod 4 deforms as illustrated in FIG. 4, in that it is
stretched and thereby lengthened. With a force I, applied in
opposite direction, the load-bearing element 2 would be com-
pressed and thereby shortened. If the cavity 5 were not filled
with a material 6, and the friction between rod 4 and load-
bearing element 2 were to equal zero, the rod 4 would only
bend along with the deformation of the load-bearing element
2. It would not change its length, however, and would have
only lesser bending stresses as a result of the forced deforma-
tion. The sum of the normal stresses in each cross section of
the rod 4 would be equal to zero, i.e. the normal force in the
rod 4 would be equal to zero. Depending upon the magnitude
of the stresses which are induced in the material 6 with the
deformation of the load-bearing element 2 and rod 4, normal
stresses would build up in the rod 2. The sum or the integral of
these normal stresses over any cross-sectional area of the rod
4 corresponds to the normal force in the rod 4 and would not
equal zero.

InFIG. 4, rod 4 inthe load-bearing element 2 is surrounded
by amaterial 6. Under a loading of the load-bearing construc-
tion 1 with the force F ,, not only normal forces in the rod 4,
but also relative displacements A(x) between rod 4 and load-
bearing element 2 occur.

A possible course of the relative displacements A(x) along
the rod 4 is shown in FIG. 5. The shear stress <sic. stresses>
T(x) on the surface of the rod 4, which arise as a result of the
relative displacements A(x), are shown in FIG. 6. Integrating
the shear stresses T(x) over the surface of the rod 4 gives the
change in the normal force N(x) along the rod 4 shown in FIG.
7. For the example shown in FIG. 4, the normal force N(x) is
a tensile force.

A possible relationship between relative displacement A
and shear stress T is shown in FIG. 8 for one loading cycle.
The t-A-relation shown in FIG. 8 has an elastic-plastic mate-
rial behaviour. With a cyclically occurring relative displace-
ment A, energy is dissipated. The dissipated energy is a func-
tion of the size of the area A within the T-A-relation in one
loading cycle. Ifthe T-A-relation were linear, no energy would
be dissipated.

A further possible relationship between relative displace-
ment A and shear stress T is shown in FIG. 9. The t-A-relation
shown in FIG. 9 has a viscous material behaviour.

FIG. 10 shows a cross section through rod 4, load-bearing
element 2 and the material 6. The actual form of the T-A-
relation is a function of the character of the surfaces of the rod
4 and ofthe load-bearing element 2 as well as the selection of
the substance for the material 6. The t-A-relations shown in
FIGS. 8 and 9 are to be understood as merely exemplary
material models. A multitude of different t-A-relations can be
produced by varying the material 6 and the surfaces of rod 4
and load-bearing element 2.

A second embodiment of the load-bearing construction 1
according to the invention is shown in FIGS. 11 and 12. The
anchorage 3 for the non-displaceable holding of rod 4 and
load-bearing element 2 in this example is disposed at the
upper end of the load-bearing element 2. When the load-
bearing construction 1 deforms as a result of the force F,, a
relative displacement A between rod 4 and load-bearing ele-
ment 2 will occur. The maximum value for the relative dis-
placement A will occur at the place x=0.
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A third embodiment of the load-bearing construction 1
according to the invention is shown in FIGS. 13 to 15. The
load-bearing construction 1 consists of a wall 15, and is
stressed at the upper end by a horizontally applied force F,,.
The load-bearing construction 1 comprises a single load-
bearing element 2, which is formed by a panel. Attached to the
right-hand outer face of the load-bearing construction 1 is a
hollow section 10 with fixtures 11. Disposed in the hollow
section 10 is a rod 4, which is connected to the base 16 by
means of an anchorage 3. The embodiment of the load-bear-
ing construction 1 according to the invention shown in this
example can be produced by retro-fitting the hollow section
10, the rod 4 and the material 6 to an existing load-bearing
element 2. The hollow section 10 can consist of a steel pipe or
a plastic tube.

A fourth embodiment of the load-bearing construction 1
according to the invention is shown in FIGS. 16 and 17. The
load-bearing construction 1 comprises a single load-bearing
element 2, which is formed by a beam. The centroidal axes 8,
9 of load-bearing element 2 and load-bearing construction 1
are therefore identical in this example. A cavity 5 is created in
the load-bearing construction 1, composed of reinforced con-
crete, by a tube 7. The tube 7 can consist of a ribbed or
corrugated steel plate pipe commonly used in reinforced con-
crete construction. FIG. 16 shows an assembly state after the
introduction of the rod 4 into the cavity 5. The rod 4 is
connected to the load-bearing element 2 in a non-displaceable
way in the middle by means of an anchorage 3. In a later
assembly step, not shown in FIGS. 16 and 17, the cavity 5
would be filled with a material 6.

A fifth embodiment of the load-bearing construction 1
according to the invention is shown in FIG. 18. The load-
bearing construction 1 consists of a plurality of load-bearing
elements 2, namely a wall 15 or panel, support members 13
and beam 14. Disposed in the wall 15 is a cavity 5, which
comprises multiple bends. When the load-bearing construc-
tion 1 deforms, the rod 4 disposed in the curved cavity 5 is
stressed by frictional forces between rod 4 and load-bearing
element 2. With a dynamic load of the load-bearing construc-
tion 1, for example through an earthquake, energy is dissi-
pated through the frictional forces. For a proper functioning
of the load-bearing construction 1 shown in FIG. 18 it is
important that the diameter of the cavity 5 and the axial and
bending stifthess of the rod 4 are harmonized with one
another so that no buckling of the rod 4 can take place in the
loading cycles, which induce in the rod 4 forces normal to the
load. Under compression load, the rod 4 should impinge on
the surface of the load-bearing element 2, but not be destroyed
by local buckling.

A sixth embodiment of the load-bearing construction 1
according to the invention is shown in FIGS. 19 to 21. The
load-bearing elements 2 of the load-bearing construction 1
shown in FIG. 19 correspond to the load-bearing construction
of FIG. 18. Disposed in the wall 15 are five cavities 5, which
were created by putting in tubes 7 during the manufacture of
the wall 15 out of reinforced concrete. Inserted in the cavities
5 are rods 4, to which plates 12 are welded. As can be dis-
cerned in FIG. 21, the plates have holes in order to activate
higher shearing stresses T during relative displacements A
between rod 4 and load-bearing element 2. The tubes 7 are
provided with ribs on both sides, in order to, on the one hand,
ensure a non-displaceable bond between tube 7 and load-
bearing element 2 or respectively wall 15 and, on the other
hand, generate higher shearing stresses T during relative dis-
placements A between rod 4 and load-bearing element 2.

A seventh embodiment of the load-bearing construction 1
according to the invention, in the form ofatied arch bridge 17,
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is shown in FIGS. 22 to 24. FIG. 22 shows the tied arch bridge
17 comprising bridge girder 19, arch 18, hanger 20 and sup-
port bed 21. The hanger 20 is made up of a round steel profile
section which is connected to a hollow section 10 with fix-
tures 11. Disposed in the hollow section 10 is a rod 4 and a
material 6. The rod 4 is connected in a non-displaceable way
to the bridge girder 19 by means of an anchorage 3. The high
structural damping which occurs with the relative displace-
ment A between rod 4 and load-bearing element 2, or hanger
20, reduces wind-induced oscillations of the hanger 20.

An eighth embodiment of the load-bearing construction 1
according to the invention is shown in FIGS. 25 to 27. The
difference between the load-bearing construction 1 shown in
FIGS. 25 to 27 and the load-bearing construction 1 according
to FIGS. 11 and 12 is that a hollow section 10 is disposed
inside the load-bearing element 2, which hollow section is not
connected to the load-bearing element 2. Thus, with a defor-
mation of the load-bearing construction 1 by a force F,,
relative displacements A between rod 2 and hollow section 10
arise which are constant over the length of the rod. As a result
of'the relative displacements A occurring with constant mag-
nitude along the rod 2, a greater energy dissipation along the
rod length can occur, depending on the T-A-relation, which
once again depends upon on the characteristics of the material
6 and of the surface of the rod 2 and of the hollow section 10,
than in the example according to FIGS. 11 and 12 with rela-
tive displacements A which can vary along the length of the
rod.

A further embodiment of the load-bearing construction 1
according to the invention, which is similar to that of FIG. 18,
is shown in FIG. 28. The load-bearing construction 1 is made
up of a plurality of load-bearing elements 2, namely a wall 15
or panel, support members 13 and beam 14. Disposed in the
wall 15 is a pipe or tube 7 having a plurality of bends or curves
and a cavity. Disposed in the cavity of the tube 7 is a rod 4.
This rod 4 can, as shown, have the cross-sectional shape of the
rod 4 shown in FIG. 20 with plates. Alternatively to this, the
rod 4 can have e.g. a cross-sectional shape as shown in FIG.
10. Both the tube 7 and the rod 4 are fixed at both ends by
means of anchorages 3. The tube 7 is filled with a material 6.
In this embodiment, in contrast to the embodiment of F1G. 18,
the material 6 is displaced relative to the tube 7 and to the rod
4 when under dynamic loading, whereby energy is dissipated.
The material 6 is preferably a liquid or a viscous material.

Still another embodiment of the load-bearing construction
1 according to the invention is shown in FIGS. 29 to 31. This
load-bearing construction 1 is also made up of a plurality of
load-bearing elements 2, namely a wall 15 or panel, support
members 13 and beam 14. Disposed in the wall 15 is a pipe or
tube 7 having a plurality of bends. The tube 7 is filled with a
liquid material 6. In this respect this embodiment is similar to
that of FIG. 28. The tube 7 is fixed at one end with an
anchorage 3. It can also be anchored at both ends, however.
Further anchorages can be provided for example at the bend
regions. It is also possible, for example, to embed the tube 7
in concrete in the load-bearing element 2, because this also
causes smaller relative displacements between tube 7 and
load-bearing element 2 to occur under dynamic loading of the
load-bearing element 2. In contrast to the embodiment of
FIG. 28, the tube 7 in this embodiment also takes over the
function of the rod 4. In other words, the tube 7 can also be
regarded as tubular rod 4. Under dynamic loading, the tubular
rod 4 deforms with the wall 15 and is stretched and/or com-
pressed. The material 6 is thereby displaced relative to the
tubular rod 4 since the volume of the liquid material 6 remains
constant, but the volume of the cavity in the tube 7, or tubular
rod 4, changes.
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LIST OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

1 load-bearing construction

2 load-bearing element

3 anchorage

4 rod

5 cavity

6 material

7 tube

8 centroidal axis of the load-bearing element
9 centroidal axis of the load-bearing construction
10 hollow section

11 fixture of the hollow section
12 plate

13 support member

14 beam

15 wall

16 base

17 tied arch bridge

18 arch

19 bridge girder

20 hanger

21 support bed

The invention claimed is:

1. A load-bearing construction comprising at least one
load-bearing element, characterized in that the load-bearing
element has at least one cavity and at least one solid rod
communicating with the cavity, the cavity being filled with a
damping material, such that, when the load-bearing element
is deformed, the rod is displaceable along its length relative to
the load-bearing element, the rod being non-displaceably
fixed at least at one point relative to the load-bearing element,
the rod being designed such that it dissipates energy when a
relative displacement occurs relative to the load-bearing ele-
ment, wherein the cavity is formed by a tube in which said rod
is disposed and said damping material in the cavity is dis-
posed between the rod and the tube in direct contact with said
tube and said rod along an entire length of said rod the total
cross-sectional area of said rod being smaller than the cross-
sectional area of the cavity, and the remaining volume of the
cavity being filled with the damping material, wherein no
plate extends from said rod in the cavity, wherein the damping
material is selected from the group consisting ofa) aliquid, b)
aliquid with embedded components made of a solid material,
c¢)a granular material, d) a gas and e) combinations thereof; in
which the liquid of elements a) and b) remains in liquid form
during displacement of the rod along its length.

2. The load-bearing construction according to claim 1,
characterized in that the rod is non-displaceably fixed at only
one point relative to the load-bearing element and is designed
such that it dissipates energy upon the occurrence of a relative
displacement relative to the load-bearing element.

3. The load-bearing construction according to claim 1,
characterized in that the length of the cavity amounts to at
least ten times its greatest diameter.

4. The load-bearing construction according to claim 1,
characterized in that the cavity has a cylindrical or prismatic
shape.

5. The load-bearing construction according to claim 1,
characterized in that the rod is composed of a metallic mate-
rial or a fiber-reinforced composite.

6. The load-bearing construction according to claim 1,
characterized in that the surface of the rod and/or the inner
surface of the cavity has/have a ribbing, a threading, a pattern,
swelling or indentations.
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7. The load-bearing construction according to claim 1,
characterized in that strip-shaped, prismatic or cylindrical
elements are attached to the surface of the rod.

8. The load-bearing construction according to claim 1,
characterized in that the liquid damping material is selected
from the group consisting of water, hydraulic fluid or silicon
oils, having kinematic viscosity between 10-6 [m2/s] to 1
[m2/s].

9. The load-bearing construction according to claim 1,
wherein the damping material includes the granular material,
characterized in that the granular damping material is
selected from the group consisting of sand, gravel, steel balls,
balls of plastic, balls of aluminium or metallic balls with a
plastic coating.

10. The load-bearing construction according to claim 1,
characterized in that the damping material includes the liquid
with embedded components made of a solid material.

11. The load-bearing construction according to claim 1,
characterized in that the rod and/or the damping material are
replaceable.

12. The load-bearing construction according to claim 1,
characterized in that the cavity is sealably closable.

13. The load-bearing construction according to claim 1,
characterized in that the cavity in the load-bearing element is
disposed at a distance from the centroidal axis of the load-
bearing element.

14. The load-bearing construction according to claim 1,
characterized in that dimensions of the load-bearing con-
struction along its centroidal axis are at least ten times greater
than cross sections disposed in the orthogonal to the centroi-
dal axis, and in that the load-bearing element is disposed
approximately parallel to, and at a spacing apart from, the
centroidal axis of the load-bearing construction.

15. The load-bearing construction according to claim 1,
characterized in that the load-bearing element is composed of
concrete or masonry in which said tube is disposed.

16. The load-bearing construction according to claim 15,
characterized in that the surface of the tube facing the cavity
and/or the surface of the tube facing the load-bearing element
have a ribbing, a pattern, swelling or indentations.

17. A load-bearing construction comprising at least one
load-bearing element, characterized in that the load-bearing
element has at least one cavity and at least one rod commu-
nicating with the cavity, the cavity being filled with a damping
material, such that, when the load-bearing element is
deformed, the rod is displaceable along its length relative to
the load-bearing element, the rod being non-displaceably
fixed at least at one point relative to the load-bearing element,
the rod being designed such that it dissipates energy when a
relative displacement occurs relative to the load-bearing ele-
ment, wherein the damping material includes a gas alone, said
gas comprising air or nitrogen, or said gas in combination
with at least one component selected from the group consist-
ing of a) a liquid, b) a liquid with embedded components
made of a solid material, and ¢) a granular material, in which
the liquid of elements a) and b) remains in liquid form during
displacement of the rod along its length.

18. A load-bearing construction comprising at least one
load-bearing element, characterized in that the load-bearing
element has at least one cavity and at least one rod commu-
nicating with the cavity, the cavity being filled with a damping
material, such that, when the load-bearing element is
deformed, the rod is displaceable along its length relative to
the load-bearing element, the rod being non-displaceably
fixed at least at one point relative to the load-bearing element,
the rod being designed such that it dissipates energy when a
relative displacement occurs relative to the load-bearing ele-
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ment, wherein the damping material is selected from the
group consisting of a) a liquid, b) a liquid with embedded
components made of a solid material, ¢) a granular material,
d) a gas and e) combinations thereof, in which the liquid of
elements a) and b) remains in liquid form during displace-
ment of the rod along its length

characterized in that the cavity has a plurality of bends that

are spaced from each other along a longitudinal direc-
tion of said load bearing element.

19. A load-bearing construction comprising at least one
load-bearing element and at least one rod, wherein when the
load-bearing element is deformed the rod is displaceable
along its length relative to the load-bearing element, the rod
being non-displaceably fixed at least at one point relative to
the load-bearing element, the rod being designed such that it
dissipates energy when a relative displacement occurs rela-
tive to the load-bearing element, characterized in that the rod
is disposed outside the load-bearing element in a hollow
section, in that the hollow section is disposed next to the
load-bearing element and is firmly connected thereto at at
least three points, in that the cross-sectional area of the rod is
smaller than the inner cross-sectional area of the hollow sec-
tion and in that the remaining volume in the hollow section is
filled with a damping material that is selected from the group
consisting of a) a liquid, b) a liquid with embedded compo-
nents made of a solid material, ¢) a granular material, d) a gas
and e) combinations thereof, in which the liquid of elements
a) and b) remains in liquid form during displacement of the
rod along its length.
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